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Discuss Addictive Qualities of Opiates Prior to 
Prescribing



2016 and 2017 
Expansion and Revitalization 
of Programs and Partnerships



Public Health and 
Awareness
Messages





















Partnership and 
Collaboration



Senators Menendez and Booker
Expanding the role of 
the PDFNJ and AMCC 
in the take-back efforts 
across New Jersey. 



Turn The Tide 

Town Hall Meeting with 
the United States 
Surgeon General 
Dr. Vivek Murthy
August 8, 2016
Barnabas Medical Center, Livingston

United States Surgeon General 
Dr. Vivek Murthy



Collaboration with the FBI and the Office of 
the New Jersey Attorney for New Jersey 
• Hudson County
• Ocean County



What is it? 
• October 6th was designated Knock Out Opiate 

Abuse Day in New Jersey. 

• The statewide single-day initiative will mobilize the 
prevention and treatment communities, community 
leaders, and concerned citizens to raise awareness 
of the potential for dependency on prescribed pain 
medicine and its link to heroin abuse rates in our 
state. 

• The mobilization will have a dual focus: educating 
physicians and raising awareness among New 
Jersey citizens and families. 

Knock Out 
Opiate Abuse 

Day: October 6, 
2016



Outreach to Prescribers and Families
• Resource Guides
• Turn The Tide Pocket Cards



Over 2,000 Volunteers Across NJ

http://studio.ndnmediaservices.com/pressofatlanticcity?ndn.trackingGroup=91757&ndn.siteSection=91757_dynamic_ml
t&ndn.videoId=31481638

https://snjtoday.com/video-cumberland-county-joins-new-jersey-in-knocking-out-opioid-abuse1232/



Senate designation 
of Annual Knock Out 
Opioid Abuse Day 
on October 6thn



Collaboration with NJDA to 
Create Safe Guidelines



Getting the 
Message Out to 
Athletes and their 
Families



Knock Out Opioid Town Hall Launch Link 
http://knockoutopioidabuse.drugfreenj.org/



http://drugfreenj.org/news/pressofatlanticcit
ycom-atlantic-county-residents-explore-
how-tackle-opioid-epidemic/

May 17 – Morris County
May 23 – Monmouth County
May 31 – Bergen County 



Statewide Take-Back Awareness



Prescriber Education



Do No Harm 
Symposium Series

• NJ Dental Association
• Inspira
• AtlantiCare
• Trinitas
• Newton Hospital
• Morristown Medical Center
• Summit Medical Center
• Saint Luke’s Medical Center
• Hackettstown Hospital



School Based Programs



3rd Grade 
Contract for a 
Healthy Life

4th Grade 
Folder 

Initiative

5th Grade 
Parent Alert

Middle 
School PSA 
Challenge

New Jersey 
Shouts Down 

Drugs

In the Schools:
Educating 

New Jersey 
children about the 

dangers of 
Substance Abuse



3rd Grade Contract 
4th Grade Folder Initiative
5th Grade Parent Alert



Overall Increase in Participation

3rd Grade 4th Grade 5th Grade

School Based Programs

2015 2016 2017

100% Increase 
since 2016

15% Increase 
since 2016

25% Increase 
since 2016



Middle School 
PSA Challenge

http://drugfreenj.org/school/MSPSA/



New Jersey Shout Down Drugs

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IDtE4WULXiY



15 Minute Child Break
• Outreach to Senior Groups
• 25 additional presentations in 2016



Drugs Don’t Work In New Jersey 

• Participation continues 
to rise with over 900,000 
New Jersey Employees

• Member training 
scheduled June 2017



Recognition



http://drugfreenj.org/news/njtvonlineorg-honoring-
those-fighting-njs-heroin-epidemic

NJ Heroes Award NJ Ad Club
PDFNJ is a Finalist for 10 
NJ Ad Club Awards that will 
be announced on June 6th



On The Horizon… 



• 17 Knock Out Opioid Abuse Town Hall 
Meetings

• Marijuana Conference
• NJ Hospital Association Collaboration
• Fentanyl Awareness Campaign
• Garden State Pharmacist Association 

Collaboration


